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Children are treasures. 

Jason Adams, a One More Soul author and a friend of mine, once wrote: “Once I worried about what I would have 

to give up in having children; now I know there is nothing that I would not give up for my children. They are 

infinitely more valuable to me than anything I own.” My own experience confirms this. My children have proven to 

be more valuable than everything else I have. 

Children help us value the future. 

Every child helps us look to the future. Once we have a child, we start being concerned about how that child will be doing 5, 10, 20 

years from now. We start making plans for the future, and we take steps to fulfill those plans. Children strengthen our hope for a 

great future. 

Children open our hearts. 

If we never concerned ourselves with mercy and compassion, or with trust and fidelity, suddenly these virtues 

become very important to us. Seeing our children grow up opens to us vistas of who we can be, vistas that were 

hidden before. 

Children toughen us. 

Maybe I was a whiner; maybe I couldn’t bear setbacks or obstacles; maybe I felt that life was too much for me. 

Now, with children, I have a motivation to just get over those things and press on with life. I have become a more 

solid citizen and more valuable to myself and to those around me. 

Children show us new things. 

Children have new eyes and new approaches to life. One of my daughters is an artist and is constantly finding 

new ways to make our home beautiful. One is a great organizer and frequently helps put family events together, 

to say nothing of organizing events of her own. Each has strengths that we as parents did not have and each 

contributes something fresh to the family. 

Children help us treasure the present moment. 

Little children live in the present and mirror to us just how valuable the present is. For them the thing they are 

doing right now is the most important thing in the world. What a lesson for us all. 

Children become adults. 

One of the most wonderful things about children is that they grow, and grow and grow. They become as large as 

we are and often larger and stronger, physically and spiritually as well. We learn to lean on them for many things 

we never could do, or can no longer do. 

Children make wonderful friends. 

A friend is glad to see us no matter what, and always glad to do something for us, if at all possible. Children are 

like that; they love us and are not afraid to show it.  

Children teach us discipline. 

When it comes to holding our temper, doing a task we really don’t want to do, or stretching ourselves a bit more 

than we would be inclined to, children excel, especially small children. New babies, particularly the first baby, 

make parents many times more patient, more loving, and more accommodating than they ever were before. 

Children reflect God to us. 

God’s presence shines from the eyes of newborns and radiates from the simplicity of small children. God is shared with us by the 

wisdom that comes to us from grown-up children, and also the wisdom that we share with them, wisdom that we didn’t know we had. 

God’s presence grows in the love that is shared between us and our children. 


