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VATICAN CITY (CBS St. Louis) — The Vatican’s chief justice feels that President Barack Obama’s policies have been 

hostile toward Christians. 

In an interview with Polonia Christiana magazine –and transcribed by Life Site News — Cardinal Raymond Burke said 

that Obama “promotes anti-life and anti-family 

policies.” 

“It is true that the policies of the president of the 

United States have become progressively more 

hostile toward Christian civilization. He appears 

to be a totally secularized man who aggressively 

promotes anti-life and anti-family policies,” 

Burke told the magazine. 

The former archbishop of St. Louis stated that 

Obama is trying to “restrict” religion. 

“Now he wants to restrict the exercise of the 

freedom of religion to freedom of worship, that 

is, he holds that one is free to act according to 

his conscience within the confines of his place 

of worship but that, once the person leaves the 

place of worship, the government can constrain him to act against his rightly-formed conscience, even in the most 

serious of moral questions,” Burke said. 

Burke took a swipe against Obama’s Affordable Care Act over the law’s birth control mandate, saying “such policies 

would have been unimaginable in the United States even 40 years ago.” 

“In a democracy, such a lack of awareness is deadly,” Burke told the magazine. “It leads to the loss of the freedom 

which a democratic government exists to protect. It is my hope that more and more of my fellow citizens, as they 

realize what is happening, will insist on electing leaders who respect the truth of the moral law as it is respected in the 

founding principles of our nation.” 

Burke also believes there is hope that abortion will be overturned in the U.S. 

“There is hope that the evil anti-life laws of the United States can be overthrown and that the anti-life movement which 

urges yet more of such legislation can be resisted,” Burke said. “The pro-life movement in the United States has been 

working since 1973 to reverse the unjust decision of the Supreme Court which struck down state laws prohibiting 

procured abortion. It is true that the Supreme Court decision stands, but it is also true that the pro-life movement has 

grown ever stronger in the United States, that is, that more and more citizens, especially young citizens, have been 

awakened to the truth about the grave evil of procured abortion.” 

Pope Francis removed Burke from the Congregation for Bishops last December. 

Obama will be meeting Pope Francis for the first time at the Vatican on Thursday. 

Cardinal Leo Raymond Burke walks on St Peter’s square after a cardinals’ 
meeting on the eve of the start of a conclave on March 11, 2013 at the Vatican. 
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