Trump’s Catholic Coalition Could Have “Very
Positive Effect” on Presidency

Former U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See, Jim Nicholson, says the President-elect has
been a “very good listener” at meetings with a Catholic coalition of advisers.
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“Secretary Nicholson, what are your expectations regarding
Trump’s relationship with the Holy See?

I think it will be a good relationship. I'm delighted with
the Trump victory because it’s a Victo(rjy for working class
people, for underemployed people and unemploye
eo}lvjle — people for whom the Pope has great concern.
o they have a great amount in common in their
ptiorities.

The Pope has often spoken of bis concerns abont capitalism. Could
this be a problem going forward in relations with a Trump
administration?

They have differences in views but a great deal in
common. They have a mutual concern for poor, a
mutual concern for the foundation of the Catholic
Church which is life. Trump is adamantly pro-life, as is
the Pope. I think on matters like their view of capitalism
and the free market and of
course immigration, we
should acknowledge
differences.

That is going to depend a lot
on how effective the
ambassador that Trump
selects to represent him at the
Holy See will be. If he gets a
very good, articulate
interlocutor to explain what
he wants to do and what his
thinking is to the Holy See
and to the Holy Father, it will
%O a long way, because the Pope respects the rule of law,

e respects sovereignty. So that’s a very important issue
in the immigration debate.

The Pope is also concerned for the humanitarian aspects
of people, migrant people, so those are issues that need
to be d@scussed openly, a common set of foundational
values about the dignity of people, their welfare.

Trump and I agree with him on this — that the best thing
you can do is help people get a job, help them get on
their feet, and get back to %ignity of having a purpose in
life. That has got to be very consistent with the Pope’s
values at a human level. How that’s done on an
economic level, they might not agree, so that has to be
dealt with. I think Trump has a healthy respect for the
Pope, he recognizes his moral authority, and I think it
could be a very enduring relationship.

Regarding the Catholic coalition of advisors, how much effect and
zhf?%eme could it have going forward?

It can have a very positive effect on President-elect
Trump. He carries the Catholic vote, it’s a large number
and he has a lot of friends and associates who are
Catholic — he grew up in New York City. I think we’ll
have a good auﬁience and a good chance to be heard and
help shape his views about all things Catholic.

Was he listening to what the group had to say before the election?

He was. In fact he’s a very good listener. He had a lot of
bravado regarding the external part of his presentation
which served him well on the campaign but when he gets
into a meeting with us, he’s a very intent listener and asks
very good questions.

Does Trump respect the Pope's authority do you think, given their
clash earlier this year?

Trump had the dust up with the “wall”” [when the Pope
said on returning from Mexico that
we should build bridees rather than
walls and that anyone who wishes to
build a wall “is not Christian”]. What
I think the Holy Father should have
said, more appropriately, was that’s
not a Christian way to act, but
instead he brandeg Trump as not
being a Christian. Trump retorted
pretty robustly to that. It’s a two wa
street. I think that both of the worl
leaders recognize the external
challenges they have in common,
growing secularism and terrorism.
They’ll tind they can do so much by
working closely together, even though they may have
certain differences.

As an example, George W. Bush, my president, and
Pope St. John Paul II worked together in spite of a very
stark difference over Iraq, but they had so much in
common, a values system, life, taking care of people in
Affica with disease and suffering, starvation. Bush visited
the Vatican three times, the most times any president has
visited a pope in Rome. I think they’re both smart men
and they’ll realize that there’s a lot to be gained by them
working closely together than by not doing so, by
stressing the important priorities they have in common
rather than some important things about which they
don’t agree.”
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