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Pope Francis Visits Cemetery for Babies 
Who Were Victims of Abortion 

by Steven Ertelt | Seoul, South Korea | LifeNews.com | 8/18/14 

 

Over the weekend, Pope Francis visited a memorial in 

South Korea dedicated to remembering babies who have 

been victimized by abortions. 

The leader of the Catholic Church is inspired by something 

done in and around The Vatican shortly after the death of 

Jesus Christ. 

Dug into the walls of the ancient Christian catacombs in the 

outskirts of Rome are countless small tombs, only a foot or 

two across. These are the burial places of infants cast out 

of their pagan homes and left to die of starvation and 

exposure—a common practice of that time. Members of the 

Early Church, charged by Christ to love all their neighbors, 

offered these tiny victims of Roman cruelty the only act of 

love they could: to bury their little bodies and mourn for 

them in prayer. 

The abortion memorial, located at the Kkottongnae home 

for the sick about 120 miles from Seoul, is a field dotted 

with white crosses and statues of Joseph, Mary, and Jesus 

as a child. Francis paused briefly at the site, bowed his 

head and folded his hand in 

prayer, the Boston Globe reports. 

Jung Kwang-ryul of the Kkottongnae community, described 

the site as a “one-of-a-kind memorial,” saying the Pope’s 

stop is “a clear testimony of his defense of life.” 

“It is necessary to reiterate the strongest opposition to any 

direct attack on life, especially innocent and defenseless, 

and her unborn child in the womb is the innocent par 

excellence,” the pope said in April. 

The Kkttongnae Home, located in the Diocese of Cheongju, 

was created in 1976 by Father John Oh, the founder of the 

Kkottongnae Brothers and Sisters of Jesus. The priest was 

inspired by a beggar named Choi Gwi Dong to feed 18 

other sick beggars despite his own physical handicaps. 

It offers assistance to the homeless, disabled individuals 

and alcohol addicts. Currently it can serve around 5,000 

people. 

The Cemetery for Aborted Children is located behind the 

home and includes a statue of the Holy Family surrounded 

by cross representing the unborn. 

During the National Day of Remembrance for Aborted 

Children next month in the United States, mourners across 

the country will visit the gravesites of aborted children, 

whose broken bodies were recovered from trash dumpsters 

and pathology labs and solemnly buried over the four 

decades of legal abortion in the United States. 
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