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Pope Pius XII on Large 
Catholic Families 

 

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS ON JANUARY 19, 2015 

 
Below is an excerpt from an address given by Pope Pius 

XII to the Directors of the Associations for Large Families 

of Rome and Italy in January 20, 1958, the nineteenth (and 

final) year of his papacy. Throughout the address the Holy 

Father eloquently speaks of the joy, sacrifice and generosity 

so prevalent amongst those families who God has 

abundantly blessed with the gift of children. 

“Large families are the most splendid flower-beds in the 

garden of the Church; happiness flowers in them and 

sanctity ripens in favorable soil. Every family group, even 

the smallest, was meant by God to be an oasis of spiritual 

peace. But there is a tremendous difference: where the 

number of children is not much more than one, that serene 

intimacy that gives value to life has a touch of melancholy 

or of pallor about it; it does not last as long, it may be more 

uncertain, it is often clouded by secret fears and remorse.” 

 

Happiness in a large family 
“It is very different from the 

serenity of spirit to be found in 

parents who are surrounded by a 

rich abundance of young lives. 

The joy that comes from the 

plentiful blessings of God breaks 

out in a thousand different ways 

and there is no fear that it will 

end. The brows of these fathers 

and mothers may be burdened 

with cares, but there is never a 

trace of that inner shadow that 

betrays anxiety of conscience or 

fear of an irreparable return to 

loneliness, Their youth never 

seems to fade away, as long as the 

sweet fragrance of a crib remains 

in the home, as long as the walls of the house echo to the 

silvery voices of children and grandchildren. 

“Their heavy labors multiplied many times over, their 

redoubled sacrifices and their renunciation of costly 

amusements are generously rewarded even here below 

by the inexhaustible treasury of affection and tender 

hopes that dwell in their hearts without ever tiring them 

or bothering them. 
“And the hopes soon become a reality when the eldest 

daughter begins to help her mother to take care of the baby 

and on the day the oldest son comes home with his face 

beaming with the first salary he has earned himself. That 

day will be a particularly happy one for parents, for it will 

make the spectre of an old age spent in misery disappear, 

and they will feel assured of a reward for their sacrifices. 

“When there are many children, the youngsters are spared 

the boredom of loneliness and the discomfort of having to 

live in the midst of adults all the time. It is true that they 

may sometimes become so lively as to get on your nerves, 

and their disagreements may seem like small riots; but even 

their arguments play an effective role in the formation of 

character, as long as they are brief and 

superficial. Children in large families learn almost 

automatically to be careful of what they do and to 

assume responsibility for it, to have a respect for each 

other and help each other, to be open-hearted and 

generous. For them, the family is a little proving ground, 

before they move into the world outside, which will be 

harder on them and more demanding.” 

 

Vocations 
“All of these precious benefits will be more solid and 

permanent, more intense and more fruitful if the large 

family takes the supernatural spirit of the Gospel, which 

spiritualizes everything and 

makes it eternal, as its own 

particular guiding rule and 

basis. Experience shows 

that in these cases, God 

often goes beyond the 

ordinary gifts of 

Providence, such as joy and 

peace, to bestow on it a 

special call — a vocation to 

the priesthood, to the 

religious life, to the highest 

sanctity. 

“With good reason, it has 

often been pointed out 

that large families have been in the forefront as the 

cradles of saints. We might cite, among others, the 

family of St. Louis, the King of France, made up of ten 

children, that of St. Catherine of Siena who came from a 

family of twenty-five, St. Robert Bellarmine from a 

family of twelve, and St. Pius X from a family of ten. 
“Every vocation is a secret of Providence; but these cases 

prove that a large number of children does not prevent 

parents from giving them an outstanding and perfect 

upbringing; and they show that the number does not work 

out to the disadvantage of their quality, with regard to either 

physical or spiritual values.” 
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